Winter Concert

Dear Band Parents and Guardians, 
Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we have gotten the band machine running at Len Wood again this fall. The students have approached their new instruments with enthusiasm, and are making great progress. We have just added our sixth note to our concert Bb scale, which has opened up the possibility of playing more songs. It’s an exciting time!
We would like to show off how far we have come as a band, and will be holding a short winter concert on Wednesday, December 12th. Because we are a team, the band works best when everyone is there. However, if you have a pre-existing conflict, please let me know as soon as possible so we can make alternate arrangement for your student to meet the performance outcomes.
	
Date: Wednesday, December 12th.

Time: 6:30pm-7:30 pm. Doors will open at 6pm for rush seating. Students should meet Mrs. de Dood in the PVSS band room at 6:10. 

Location:  PVSS Gymnasium. We have outgrown our own gym, and PVSS has graciously allowed us to use their space.  




The rate of growth and improvement in band seven is truly the fastest and most astonishing of nearly any grade. We look forward to showing you how far we have come in our playing. If you have any questions or concerns about the concert or your child’s participation, please do not hesitate to contact me at gdedood@sd83.bc.ca
We look forward to seeing you there!
Sincerely, 


Georgia de Dood, B. Ed
Len Wood Middle School Band Director
gdedood@sd83.bc.ca
FAQ

Do I have to participate? Yes. Performing is an integral part of band, and we don’t play very many concerts in a year. We are a team, and rely on every member in order to do our very best. This is a great opportunity to show what you have learned. 
What if I have a conflict with sports or other lessons? If your conflict is a regular practice, please speak to Mrs. de Dood as soon as possible. I am happy to phone coaches and explain why you may be late or need to leave early. They are usually very understanding. If the conflict simply can’t be avoided, please speak to Mrs. de Dood as soon as possible and she will help you to arrange an alternate way of meeting the performance outcomes. 
What if I am sick? If you are well enough to come to school, you are well enough to come and play. If you are really ill and were not at school that day, please email or send a note from home letting Mrs. de Dood know that you are too ill to attend. She will help you to meet the outcomes in an alternate way. 
What if I am really, really nervous? Come and talk to Mrs. de Dood as soon as possible, and she will help you to find ways to face your fear. This is a safe place to take a risk (remember that “I can take creative risks” outcome?) and to walk through your fear. Mrs. de Dood is happy to help talk you through some strategies to help you survive the experience. 
What if I can’t play all the notes yet? Everyone gets better at different speeds- but practice is going to be the surest way to improve. Mrs. de Dood basically lives in the band room on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. She is happy to help you at break, lunch, or after school, and she doesn’t usually bite.
What should I wear? Black on the bottom, white on the top. A dress shirt or blouse is best, but if all you have is a white t-shirt, that is fine as well. Please try to avoid logos and graphics. If you wish to wear a skirt or dress, please make sure that you have black tights or leggings, and that your skirt is long enough to play your instrument without experiencing a wardrobe malfunction. 
 





MUSIC HEROES

Dear Band Parent or Guardian, 
Here at Len Wood music, we have just started a practice incentive game called Music Heroes. All students in band seven are participating, and the game runs for the duration of the year. Students complete challenges from their method book, in addition to their weekly theory assignments and concerts, to earn points and become the ultimate MUSIC HERO. As new ranks are achieved, new privileges and responsibilities are bestowed upon the participants. Please refer to your child’s Music Heroes booklet, or click on the Music Heroes icon on the school webpage (music tab) to familiarize yourself with the game. 
The game is completely points based, and is not counted towards your child’s grade. However, it should be noted that students who complete the most challenges tend to do better in band because they are spending more time playing their instruments. The rationale behind the game is that students who spend the most time playing their instrument outside of class rehearsal see the greatest rate of growth and satisfaction in class. In fact, “musical ability” has less to do with innate giftedness and more to do with the amount of time a student spends practising. Minutes In = Success Out.
Already, students are practising hard and earning points and levelling up! Challenges can be played in person, in a group, submitted to lenwoodmusic@gmail.com, or via the school website music tab. Challenges may be played as many times as desired until the maximum number of points for that challenge has been achieved. Points are posted online using an alias your child has chosen.
As always, if you have questions or concerns about your child’s progress in band, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Here’s to the success of our heroes!


Georgia de Dood, B. Ed.
Len Wood Middle School Band Director 
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