Dear Band Parents and Students,  
 
Welcome to Len Wood Middle School Band! We are so excited to have you joining us this year and look forward to seeing you in September. As summer winds down, it is time to start thinking about gearing up for band, and that means instruments! 

I am thrilled to be returning from maternity leave to Len Wood Middle, and I look forward to seeing familiar faces in the halls. You will also see a new friendly face in the band room, as Julia Albano-Crockford will be team teaching a few band classes as well.  
 
At Len Wood, we think that everyone should have the opportunity to experience band at least once. As such, all incoming sixth grade students take band as a part of their regular block rotation. After that, band is an elective, run as a mixed grade ensemble. This allows students to play more interesting repertoire, and to learn from their more experienced peers. Additionally, we also have a fledgling jazz band that is open to all students willing to work hard, rock out, and bend the band rules learned in concert band.

There are a number of options for acquiring an instrument, and this process will extend into the first two weeks of classes. Please have a look through the frequently asked questions and links below, and feel free to contact me via email if you have any further questions.  
 
I look forward to seeing you soon!  Wishing you a safe and happy summer,
 
 
Mrs. Georgia de Dood, B. Ed 

Director, Len Wood Middle School Band Program 
gdedood@sd83.bc.ca  
250 546 3476 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






Frequently Asked Questions 

What Are My Choices?  

First Year (primarily grade 6): flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, baritone (the “fab five”) 

Second/Third Year: flute, clarinet, bass clarinet, trumpet, trombone, baritone, alto/tenor saxophone percussion (by invitation/audition) 

Jazz: Alto/Tenor/Baritone Saxophone (consultation required), trumpet, trombone, baritone, guitar, piano, bass guitar, percussion (drums). Other instruments are welcome as well- talk to Mrs. de Dood to see how we can fit you in! Jazz band students receive priority for using school district saxophones. 

How Do I Choose? 

In first-year band, we spend the first 3-4 classes reviewing the different instruments, providing teacher demonstrations, and giving students the chance to hold each instrument before making their first, second, and third choices. Most students will receive their first or second choice of instrument. Very rarely, the district will not have enough of one instrument, and students will be asked to consider another instrument or to rent privately.

You can jump start the selection process by watching and listening to excellent musicians on each of the instruments online. Below are some links to help you.  

Take some time to consider your options carefully, as switching throughout the year is not permitted. 

Instrument Introduction Links 

Flute: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amkZjhHW6gI&list=PLgVW2dNuDrZ3GsnD1HjYgriBL8pm6gqVX&index=4 

Clarinet: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MIXJ1IG_4o&list=PLgVW2dNuDrZ3GsnD1HjYgriBL8pm6gqVX&index=6 

Trumpet: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoquYc71cp0&list=PLgVW2dNuDrZ3GsnD1HjYgriBL8pm6gqVX&index=1 

Trombone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnD-cGOKD5w&list=PLgVW2dNuDrZ3GsnD1HjYgriBL8pm6gqVX&index=8 

Euphonium (or the baritone. They are similar): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nzWQFq6ce0&list=PLgVW2dNuDrZ3GsnD1HjYgriBL8pm6gqVX&index=11 

 


 
How Do I Get My Instrument? 

FIRST YEAR students (or anyone in a mandatory band program) can be provided with one of the fab five instruments, free of charge, by the school district. Clarinet players will need to purchase their own reeds for use (about $10). First year players are also welcome to rent privately or purchase instruments should they want to use a newer instrument than the school can provide.  

SECOND/THIRD year players are responsible for renting or purchasing their own instruments to use. There are a few school district instruments available for those who are financially unable to rent their instrument. Please contact Mrs. de Dood for more details if you require assistance. No one will be turned away from band because they can’t afford an instrument. Jazz band students will receive priority in the queue for saxophones. 

Stay tuned for more information regarding private rentals in the first week of September. 

What About Drums, Guitar, and Piano?  

Due to the overwhelming demand for percussion (drums), as well as their unique ability to sideline a band, students wanting to play the drums will be asked to audition part way through their first or second year. Exceptions have been made in the past for students with extensive drumming background and/or private instruction. Everyone in the first-year band should select a wind instrument to play.  

Unfortunately, most beginning band music does not include parts for piano, or string instruments like guitar, ukulele, or violin. Consider this a terrific opportunity to try something new!  

Which Instrument is the Most Difficult? (The million-dollar question!) 
All instruments are equally difficult in their own unique way. Band involves a level of challenge for everyone- so let’s embrace that we are all trying something new. 

See some of the magic that happens in your brain when you learn a new instrument here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0JKCYZ8hng

 
Is Mrs. de Dood Really Scary? 

No! Well, maybe before her 6 am coffee, or if you get a ham sandwich stuck in your tuba. For lots of (true!) funny stories and awesome experiences with friends... join band! Jazz band! All the bands!  

*Don’t worry, band is after 6 am. You’re safe.*  
